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Wildfire in Western
Washington

While wildfires are historically
uncommon events in Western
Washington, hotter, drier
temperatures are starting earlier in
the year and lasting longer,
increasing the likelihood of fire

events

Fall of 2022 was one of the driest and
warmest in Washington in recent
history

Around 30-40% of fires in WA now
occur west of the Cascades

High-resolution satellite imagery across
Western Washington in mid-October of 2022
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Fire in Our Forests

Goals for fire management in the
landscape include:

Reduce the intensity of fires.

* Make it easier for firefighters to suppress
fires.

* [ncrease the odds of forest and home
survival.




Increasing the Odds of Forest Survival

* Reducing ladder fuels keeps
fires low and prevents them
from becoming devastating
crown fires

* Maintaining fuel breaks and
buffers

* Over time, manage for older,
larger diameter trees

Ladder fuels allow fire to “climb” nearby trees. Limb branches of live trees up to 10 feet.
Diagram from: Oregon State University Land Steward Program



Wildfires and
Communities

Communities in the Wildland-Urban
Interface (WUI) have become more at-
risk as wildfires have become more
common

Although initiated by wildfire, many ‘ '

communities burned with fire : o
spreading within the community '
independent of the wildfire itself

Ember showers and spot fires are
most common exposures that lead to
home burning down
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High Intensity Survival vs. Low Intensity Destruction



Wildfire Theats to Homes

* The largest threat to homes
during a wildfire is not the fire
front, but the ember showers
and small spot fires

* Homes can be protected by
controlling the local
conditions that start fires in
the first place

* If homes don’tignite, homes
don’t burn!

Ember storm in Wenatchee, WA during the 2015 Sleepy Hollow Fire. Photo: Don
Seabrook/AP



Wildfire Ready Neighbor’s

* DNR’s Wildfire Ready Neighbor’s Program
provides a free Wildfire Ready Plan to help
you prioritize wildfire ready actions on your
property and connects you with local wildfire GET YOUR FREE WILDFIRE READY PLAN

i 1
experts IN YOur area. TODAY!

Wildfire is a fact of life. But when we come together as neighbors, we can
reduce the risk wildfire poses to our properties, homes, and community.

* DNR’s Wildfire Ready Neighbors program Is e e ey e e
brought to you by a coalition of partners experts.
including, the DNR, Conservation T

Districts(CD’s) and Fire Districts (FD’s).

e CD foresters, DNR foresters, and FD
Personnel will be providing Wildfire Ready
Home Assessments to County residents.




Reducing Wildfire Risk:
The Home Ignition Zone

The best available science
supports that actions within the
first 100 ft of the home
drastically improve the
likelihood of a home surviving a
wildfire

This 100 ftis splitinto three
distinct zones:

* The lmmediate Zone (0-5
ft)

* The Intermediate Zone (5-
30 ft)

* The Extended Zone (30-100
ft)



The Immediate
Zone (0-5 ft)

* |[ncludes the home and
foundation to 5 ft

* The most important zone
to take immediate action

on, and the most
vulnerable to ember
ignitions

Goal: Elimination of
combustible materials

If the home doesn't
ignite, it doesn't burn!

HOUSE BUILDING COMPONENTS
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Roof




Gutters, Skylights, & Chimney

Fire-resistant —
junction

Clean edges/surface




Vents & Eaves
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Siding
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Additional

Structures




Intermediate
Zone (5-30ft)

* Employing careful
landscaping or creating
breaks in the 5-30 ft buffer
around a home can stop
fire from spreading to the
home

 Goal: "Lean, clean, and
green*

* Intermediate Zone
Preparations




Intermediate Zone Dangerous materials and conditions for sloped sites
Considerations Wind 50 MPH

Steep slopes & topography
Outbuildings

Wood shake roof / v,

Wood sidin /\
Propane Tanks iding /,/ )

House built !/
at top of slope /

Electrical lines

Deep overhangl

Large trees with -~
canopies touching



Extended Zone
(30-100+ ft)

* Goal: Interrupt the fire’s
path and keep flames
smaller and on the
ground

e Guidelines recommend:

* Trees 30-60’ should be
spaced at least 12 ft

* Trees 60-100’ should be
spaced at least 6ft

* Removing ladder fuels /
Prune lower branches

to prevent fire from spreading




Working with Neighbors

* When homes are closely
spaced together, the Home
Ignition Zones of each can
often overlap

* Working collaboratively with
neighbors can maximize the
benefits of wildfire
preparations

Red Boundary = Immediate Zone

Orange Boundry = Intermediate Zone ,
Green Boundry = Extended Zone




Takeaways

* Homes don’t burn if they don’t
ignite!

* Keep a non-flammable perimeter
within 5 feet of your home’s edges

* Keep bark chips/garden beds
away from your siding

* Prune plants below windows &
eaves

 Keep porches swept, above &
below

* Keep landscaping plants lean,
clean, and green



Resources

WA State Wildfire Ready Neighbors Page: https://wildfireready.dnr.wa.gov/

* WA DNR Resource Library: https://www.dnr.wa.gov/community-wildfire-resilience-resource-library

. '[l:lj]EPA Firewise USA: https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/preparing-homes-for-
wildfire

* 13 min Home Preparedness video: https://youtu.be/vL_syp1ZScM

Community Resilience Coordinator Wildfire Prevention Technician
WA Dept. Of Natural Resources

Jesse Duvall Maile Justo

3609724135 3604809217

Jesse.duvall@dnr.wa.gov Maile.justo@dnr.wa.gov



https://wildfireready.dnr.wa.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus-east-2.protection.sophos.com%2F%3Fd%3Dwa.gov%26u%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZG5yLndhLmdvdi9jb21tdW5pdHktd2lsZGZpcmUtcmVzaWxpZW5jZS1yZXNvdXJjZS1saWJyYXJ5%26i%3DNjI3MmY3ODBkZDUzMTcxMWU0NDI4YTkw%26t%3DcU9aMTZvV3pUZzY1blRDM2xzUk92UVU5VitPbENvUisyelhrYVNjZUR6TT0%3D%26h%3D3745d6790e344407b4790700cf124c3c%26s%3DAVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVY39AVT-HPlouwPLeWcQTZTvQUCbcib0g1_TY2g8P0pqA&data=05%7C02%7Cjesse.duvall%40dnr.wa.gov%7Cfd3f1abccd294ce611a408dc75b2b324%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638514657573040844%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B5pjwysdyJCCFoWw9EtEO3vQto6P2tQHVGpErZJaZA4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus-east-2.protection.sophos.com%2F%3Fd%3Dnfpa.org%26u%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmZwYS5vcmcvZW4vZWR1Y2F0aW9uLWFuZC1yZXNlYXJjaC93aWxkZmlyZS9wcmVwYXJpbmctaG9tZXMtZm9yLXdpbGRmaXJl%26i%3DNjI3MmY3ODBkZDUzMTcxMWU0NDI4YTkw%26t%3DUFVWL1JpTmw4TDd3eWxRZWlreEJNanpsQ0ZMQ0V5cFZPMWpjZkE2TmY4cz0%3D%26h%3D3745d6790e344407b4790700cf124c3c%26s%3DAVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVY39AVT-HPlouwPLeWcQTZTvQUCbcib0g1_TY2g8P0pqA&data=05%7C02%7Cjesse.duvall%40dnr.wa.gov%7Cfd3f1abccd294ce611a408dc75b2b324%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638514657573049116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nc5r7bOSve1%2BBvF5v4vEQERRTA7lMpW%2BkQxc0NJ9sfk%3D&reserved=0
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